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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)





Seed For


THOUGHT
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 Steve Tramell





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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It is worth noting the particular character Ezra prepared himself to have. This wise man determined that he would (1) seek God's will, (2) do whatever he learned, and (3) teach to others the things that he had both learned and lived. We could look a long time and not find a better three-point program for character development. Seeking, doing, and teaching . . . the will of God. These things point to the very heart of what human existence is all about.


If we've not already done so, it's urgent that we prepare our hearts. It's time to think seriously about what matters most to us. What kind of people do we intend to be, anyway? "When a man does not know what harbor he is making for, no wind is the right wind" (Seneca). But preparing our hearts requires more than charting our course. We must also count the cost and resolve that we'll pay the price to have a character that's worth having. The devil is eager to test how well prepared our hearts really are.


“You cannot dream yourself into a character; you must hammer and forge yourself one.”


(James Anthony Froude)


(Word Point, Gary Henry)





	JP








     There are different kinds of diets.  We have all heard of “the starvation diet” and the “crash diet.”  Some people are actually fortunate enough to be on diets to gain weight.


     Actually the word diet refers to all the food and drink we eat, whether it is in smaller or larger portions.  We most often use the word when we think of trying to cut back on food to lose weight.  In reality, all of us who are living are on some kind of diet.  Have you thought lately about what kind of diet your soul is on?


     Most, in this country, are blessed to have all the food they need and more.  We throw away more food than people in some parts of the world have to eat.  We are so blessed that we live daily with the temptation to visit the refrigerator and eat even between regular meals.  The people that I know do not know what it means to go to bed hungry.


     I do know many people, however, who are on a “starvation diet” when it comes to the way they feed their soul.  Many feel that one meal a week, on Sunday morning, is all they need to live spiritually.  Multitudes of Christians are starving themselves to death spiritually and do not know it.  They have a problem of spiritual anorexia.


The problem is not a shortage of food but a poor appetite.  In Acts 20:28, elders are given the responsibility by God to feed the church spiritually.  Our responsibility as members is seen in 1 Peter 2:2.  Peter said, “Desire the sincere milk of the word that you may grow thereby.”  Ask any mother how hard it is to feed a baby that doesn’t want to eat.  Have you ever tried it?  You spoon the food in


their mouth and the baby spits it back out, all





REPUTATION or CHARACTER





The circumstances amid which you live determine your reputation; the truth you believe determines your character.


Reputation is what you are supposed to be; character is what you are.


Reputation is the photograph; character is the face.


Reputation comes over one from without; character grows up from within.


Reputation is what you have when you come to a new community; character is what you have when you leave.


Your reputation is learned in an hour; your character comes to light over time.


Reputation is made in a moment; character is built in a lifetime.


Reputation grows like a mushroom; character grows like an oak.


A single newspaper will give you  a reputation; a life of toil gives you character.


Reputation makes you rich or makes you poor; character makes you happy or makes you miserable.


Reputation is what men say about you in obituaries; character is what the angels say about you around the throne of God.	(Good News)


___________________________________





IT MUST BE USED





A soap manufacturer, not a Christian, was walking with a preacher. Said the soap maker, “The gospel you preach hasn’t done much good, for there are still a lot of wickedness and wicked people.” The preacher made no immediately reply. But they soon passed a child making mud pies who was exceedingly dirty. The preacher said, “Your soap hasn’t done much good in the world for there is still much dirt and many dirty people.” “Oh well” answered the soap maker, “soap is useful only when it is applied.” THINK ABOUT IT	(Good News)








					





Are You On A Diet?








over himself and you!  It is equally difficult, if not impossible, for an elder of the church to feed a Christian who does not desire spiritual food.


     If we hunger and thirst for spiritual food the way Jesus was talking about in the sermon on the mount, no one will have to beg or coax us to attend Sunday evening services or Wednesday Bible study classes.  When the desire is there, the appetite will follow.  When we are healthy physically, we have no problem with our appetite.  Yet, when we are sick, the appetite is one of the first things to go.  I don’t have to beg either one of my two sons to eat a brownie for dessert.  The desire is there!  Instead, I have to watch lest they eat it before their meal.  If only all Christians had such an appetite for the pure Word of God.  How strong would our Faith be if our appetite for spiritual food equaled our desire for physical food?


     Have you ever wondered, “Why doesn’t the church grow more?”  By way of comparison, how much will your children or grandchildren grow if they eat one meal a week?  If we think we can live and be strong spiritually on one meal a week we are deceiving ourselves.  Try to put in a long hard day at work without eating.  Food gives us strength.  That is true whether we are talking about physical or spiritual food.


When we fill ourselves daily with a healthy portion of the Word of God we will grow spiritually and be strong in the Lord.  Likewise, when we deprive ourselves spiritually of the feed we need, we will die.  “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge” (Hosea 4:6).


     What we all need to do is put ourselves on a diet to gain weight spiritually.  “All things are ready, come to the feast!”  (Steve Hardin)











 The Prepared Heart


For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the Law of the Lord, and to do it, and to teach statutes and ordinances in Israel. (Ezra 7:10)


Our "nature" is given to us by God, but our "character" is created by our choices. What we do with the raw materials of our created nature brings into being a character that is either good or bad. Of course, the fact that character is a matter of choice does not mean the choices are always carefully made. Indeed, many people simply live by default, going with the flow and ending up with a character that has been chosen haphazardly. But haphazard choices are still choices. Whether we've been careful or not, we'll still have to account to God for our decisions.


Ezra is said to have "prepared his heart." Apparently he had given some thought to the sort of man he wanted to be. Surely he was aware of what the major alternatives are that lie before a human being, and his choice to pursue godliness seems to have been a deliberate decision. It's not unlikely that Ezra had given some consideration to the matter of consequences. There is no more "consequential" choice than the choice of one's character, and Ezra had no doubt considered that some kinds of character would take him places he didn't want to go.
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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;                     


Sis. Elaine Clem; Bro. Wes Guyton's


mother; Sis. Courtney Smith and her 


health problems. Bro. Rick Hulsey as he


recovers from his surgery. Also remember


his mother. Sis. Heather Rogers and her 


cousin, Jody Collins Bro. Jack Green  


Sis. Tandy Lacquement; Sis. Millie Collier


 


List others to remember here


























____________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Rodee Bruns


Song Leader----Jason Gaston


Lord's Supper---Cecil Douthitt


   Asst. 1-----Joe Phillips


   Asst. 2-----Wes Guyton


   Asst. 3-----Jeff Lacquement


   Asst. 4-----Jordan Huff


   Asst. 5-----Drew Bowman


2nd Prayer----Grant Hicks


Read Scripture---Garrett Douthitt


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements----Roger Pink


Closing Prayer-----Brad Bowman 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Ross Statham


Song Leader-------Drew Bowman


2nd Prayer------David Holmes


Read Scripture ---Donny Gilbert


Sermon----Dion Clark


Lord's Supper----Malcolm Smith


Announcements----Roger Pink


Closing Prayer---George Wilcox


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Matt Jones


 Invitation---Michael Burke


 Closing Prayer---Joey Jackson





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Michael Burke 770-889-8747


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 








Questions from the Bible; Give the answer and the scripture.


1. Who was told to, “go near and join thy self to the chariot? _______________________


2. Zipporah had a very famous husband, name him. ______________________________


3. Who raised the young man Eutychus from the dead? ____________________________


4. Which church was neither hot nor cold?   _____________________________________





Answers to last weeks questions:


1. A letter to the Laodiceans, Col. 4:16	3. Samson, Judges 14:6


2. Quail, Exodus 16: 13			4. The tongue, James 4:8























